Abstracts

Paradoxes challenge the world’s best in
development aid: Are rights and Danish
jobs more important than poverty reduc-
tion in Danish development policy?

Stig Jensen, lektor,
Center for Afrikastudier,
Kgbenhavns Universitet,
sti@teol.ku.dk

Through decades Denmark has been recogni-
zed internationally as the world leader when
it comes to helping the poor. Not only is Den-
mark best, lately, the gap has been increasing
to the next-best countries. Leading politici-
ans has even stated that development aid is
Denmark’s most important tool in its foreign
policy. Danish development aid benefits the
world’s poor as well as Denmark itself. Ba-
sed on this win-win perspective about Danish
development aid it therefore seems paradoxi-
cal that it has been gradually reduced. With
the purpose of decoding the notions, speci-
fic actions as well as the changes over time
the goal of this contribution is to analyze the
development in Danish development policy.
The analysis proves that Danish development
policy has gone through major changes. For
instance, due to the increased importance of
domestic political priorities poverty reduc-
tion has become a smaller focus area. Lastly,

a reflection upon the perspectives for Danish
development policy is provided, focusing on
the implications of poverty reduction and
Denmark, in relation to the foreign aid’s de-
clining role as well as Denmark’s desire to
do good, not only for the poor, but in several
areas.

Does the Colour of the Government

Make a Difference?

An Analysis of Danish Development

Policy From 1989 to the Present Day

Helle Degn, cand.scient.pol.,
degnhelle @ gmail.com

This article contains an analysis of Danish
aid policy from the end of the Cold War until
today.

More specifically, the article examines the
extent to which a change of government has
an effect on the aid policy.

The article finds that Danish aid policy has
been characterized by a large degree of poli-
tical consensus on the two leading principles,
namely to fight poverty and to serve Danish
business interests. In this regard, the hypothe-
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sis is not supported. However, aside from the
political consensus on the leading principles,
there have been three significant changes in
the Danish aid policy in the period investi-
gated. The last two of these changes are con-
nected with change of government and thus
do provide support for the hypothesis. There-
fore, there is some support for the hypothesis.

The article also contributes to the existing
studies by finding ways to strengthen the hy-
pothesis while calling for more transparent
statistical data to be able to carry out even
more detailed research in the future.

Rights-based Development
— A New Approach to Development Aid

Morten Broberg, professor,
Center for Retskulturelle Studier,
Kgbenhavns Universitet,
Morten.Broberg @jur.ku.dk

Hans-Otto Sano, seniorforsker,
Institut for Menneskerettigheder,
hosa@humanrights.dk

Taking departure in the recent Danish de-
velopment strategy from 2012, “The Right to
a Better Life”, the article introduces the hu-
man rights-based approach to development.
It provides an overview of the concept and
its implementation. The particular impor-
tance of the human rights principles of Par-
ticipation and Inclusion, Non-Discrimination
and Equality, and Accountability is discus-
sed. In terms of implementation, the human
rights-based approach is related to processes
of empowerment, forms of advocacy, and
to the use of legal instruments in defense of
poor, discriminated or marginalized groups.
The article provides examples from African
and Asian contexts where respectively local
NGOs and donors are using the approach, in
some cases with the result that new dialogues

are created between rights-holders and duty-
bearers. In concluding the article, it is stres-
sed that human rights-based approaches will
not replace good development practice; ra-
ther it is important that human rights advo-
cates draw learning from good practices, not
least as far as gaining insights into conditions
of poverty, while continuing to explore and
use the strength of the approach in terms of
empowerment of marginal and resource poor
groups, in the focus on non-discrimination
and in relying on legal thinking and instru-
ments.

Results-based Resource allocation
— What will it result in?

Henrik Nielsen, cand.scient.soc. et Ph.D.,
tidligere medarbejder i NGO FORUM,
henrikjulius @ gmail.com

This article discusses the recent attempts
from the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs
to introduce a new results based resource al-
location model, in funding Danish develop-
ment aid through the Danish Civil Society
organisations. It discusses the effects of such
initiatives on the functioning and the strate-
gies of the Danish civil society organisations.

Future aid: Development cooperation
in the interaction of poverty reduction,
sustainability and global public goods

Poul Engberg-Pedersen,
pengbergpedersen @ gmail.com

Denmark’s development policy aims at
poverty reduction, though with more goals
being added over the years, notably human
rights. The aid narrative pursued by OECD
donors, which emphasizes developing coun-
try ownership of local poverty reduction,
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must be updated to incorporate the global
goals and problems that overwhelm develop-
ment cooperation: climate change, failing
states, refugees, illicit capital flight, financial
instability, increasing inequality. The size
and significance of official development as-
sistance has declined relative to other flows
and political influences, except for the least
developed countries and fragile states. Da-
nish development policy should recognize
the need to deal with sustainability issues and
global problems and focus on where poverty
reduction, sustainable development and glo-
bal public goods interact in and for the least
developed countries and fragile states. Here,
aid can still make a difference. This requires
a new aid narrative led by Danish politicians.

Global allocation of production
and the impact of economic development

Teit Liithje, Lektor,

Institut for Entreprengrskab og
Relationsledelse, Syddansk Universitet,
teit@sam.sdu.dk

The purpose of this article is to give an in-
sight into the development of the global al-
location of production. Initially strategies for
laying out production will be outlined. There-
after the article provides an overview of some
of the challenges associated with the laying
out of production, and following on from that
what strategies Danish companies typically
make use of when they move production. The
main focus of the article is on how the mo-
tive for laying out production changes with
the countries’ economic development. Final-
ly, the economic development in China and
Africa is used as illustrative cases.
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